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Biographical Data

Born: May 10, 1970, Akasambo, Ghana

Married: November 25, 2000 to Anita Ramsetty, M.D.
Citizenship: U.S.A.

Education

Villanova University

College of Liberal Arts & Sciences
1988-1992 Major in Psychology
Bachelor of Arts awarded May 1992

George Mason University

College of Liberal Arts & Sciences

1992-1994 Program in Experimental Neuropsychology
Master of Arts awarded August 1994

University of Florida

College of Liberal Arts & Sciences

1994-1998 Doctoral Program in Psychobiology

Thesis Advisor: Christiana M. Leonard, Ph.D.

Thesis Title: Neuroanatomical and environmental factors affecting reading skill development
Doctor of Philosophy awarded December 1998

Academic Appointments
1999 Adjunct Assistant Professor: Department of Psychology,
University of Florida, Gainesville, FL.

1999-2001  Post-doctoral Fellow: Department of Pathology, Immunology and Laboratory Medicine,
University of Florida, Gainesville, FL.

2001-2003  Instructor: Department of Neuroscience,
University of Florida, Gainesville, FL.



2003-2005  Senior Research Scientist: Department of Psychiatry,
Stanford University, Stanford, CA.

2005- 2009  Assistant Professor: Department of Otolaryngology Head & Neck Surgery,
Medical University of Charleston, Charleston, SC.

2009- present Associate Professor: Department of Otolaryngology Head & Neck Surgery,
Medical University of Charleston, Charleston, SC.

Honors & Awards

1993 Fellowship: Consortium of Universities/Army Research Institute

1996 Division of Sponsored Research Award, University of Florida

1996-1998  National Institute of Mental Health, University of Florida Center for the Neurobiological
Sciences Pre-Doctoral Fellowship

1999-2001  F-32 NSRA Post-Doctoral Fellowship, National Institute on Deafness and Other
Communication Disorders

2003 Exemplary Teacher Award, University of Florida College of Medicine
2008 Developing Scholar Award, Medical University of South Carolina
2009 Deafness Research Foundation, Centurion Clinical Research Award

Grants & Research Support Funding
Ongoing Research Support

NIH/NIDCD P50 Dubno (Prg Dir) 08/01/08-06/30/13

Title: Experimental and Clinical Studies of Presbyacusis (Project 2, Neuroimaging of Age-related
Changes in Speech Recognition)

Aim: This subproject addresses questions concerning age-related declines in neural systems that
support speech recognition in normal hearing and hearing impaired adults.

Role: Principal Investigator

Centurion Clinical Research Award

Deafness Research Foundation Eckert (PI) 01/01/10-12/31/11

Title: Neural Changes Underlying Speech-Perception Training in the Aging Brain

Aim: This pre- and post-intervention imaging project examines the impact of speech perception
training on brain activity in older adults with hearing loss.

Role: Principal Investigator



Research Grant

Barmore Fund for Parkinson's Research Eckert (PI) 10/01/10/-09/30/11

Title: Imaging the Human Locus Coeruleus: A Biomarker for Parkinson’s Disease

Aim: This ex vivo imaging project relates MRI metrics of locus coeruleus structure to histological
measures in order to establish the cellular foundation for an MRI biomarker of locus coeruleus
decline in Parkinson’s disease.

Role: Principal Investigator

Completed Research Support

Health Sciences of South Carolina / Duke Endowment Award 05/01/07-12/31/08

Title: Computer Aided Diagnosis of Subtle Brain Injury

Aim: This project involves the development of an image-based bioinformatics database and automated
image processing algorithms to identify subtle brain injury in the MRI scans of people with
temporal lobe epilepsy, mild cognitive impairment, and traumatic brain injury.

Role: Principal Investigator

American Federation for Aging Research 07/01/07-06/30/08

Title: Brain Imaging of Age-related Changes in Speech Recognition

Aim: This project examines age-related changes in temporal lobe and frontal lobe cortex that may
contribute to speech recognition difficulty in older adults.

Role: Principal Investigator

NIH/NIDCD R03 09/01/02-08/31/05

Title: The Epigenesis of Cerebral Asymmetry in Twins

Aim: This is a twin study designed to model the relative genetic and environmental variance in the
development of language-related cerebral asymmetries.

Role: Principal Investigator

NSF/BCS Cognitive Neuroscience Initiative 04/01/03-03/31/05

Title: The Structural and Functional Neuroanatomy of Language Laterality

Aim: This study examines the relation between language-related cerebral asymmetries and measures
of language laterality.

Role: Principal Investigator

NIH/NIMH Program Project Bellugi (Prg Dir) 09/01/03-02/28/06

Title:  Williams Syndrome: Bridging Cognition and Gene; Project I11: Functional Neuroanatomy of
Williams Syndrome

Aim: The goal of this project is to investigate the neuroanatomical and neurofunctional characteristics
associated with Williams syndrome, and their relation to both genotype and neurocognitive
phenotype.

Role: Collaborator

NIH/NIDCD Postdoctoral NRSA 05/01/99-04/30/01

Title: Heritability of an Anatomical Risk Factor for Dyslexia

Aim: This training grant provided the P1 with training in genetics and examined the mode of
inheritance for a neuroanatomical variable related to dyslexia.

Role: Principal Investigator



Consultation Services

2002- 2005

Virginia Berninger, University of Washington, Learning Disabilities: Links to
Biology & Schools

Teaching Experience

1995

1996

1997

1999

1999

2000

2001

2001

2001

2002

2002*

2003*

Course Instructor: Physiological Psychology, Department of Psychology, University of
Florida

Course Instructor: General Psychology, Department of Psychology, University of Florida

Assistant Instructor: Medical Neuroscience, Department of Neuroscience,
University of Florida

Course Instructor: Physiological Psychology, Department of Psychology,
University of Florida

Course Instructor: General Psychology, Department of Psychology, University of Florida
Lecturer: Medical Neuroscience, Department of Neuroscience, University of Florida

Lecturer: Fundamentals of Neuroscience, Department of Neuroscience,
University of Florida

Lecturer: Developmental Neuroscience: Department of Neuroscience,
University of Florida

Course Director: Functional Human Neuroanatomy, Department of
Neuroscience, University of Florida

Assistant Course Director: Medical Neuroscience, Department of
Neuroscience, University of Florida

Course Director: Functional Human Neuroanatomy, Department of
Neuroscience, University of Florida

Co-Course Director: Medical Neuroscience, Department of Neuroscience,
University of Florida

* Student evaluations, statement of teaching purpose, and faculty evaluations led to College of Medicine
Exemplary Teacher Award

Mentorship
2006-2007

Emily Cloesner, B.A., College of Charleston, Department of Psychology —
Undergraduate Honors Thesis: Neuroanatomical Predictors of Language Laterality



2006-2007  Stewart Denslow, Ph.D., Post-doctoral fellow, Independent Project:
Breath holding calibration of the fMRI BOLD signal

2007- 2009  Carl Lozar, B.S., Research Associate, Independent Project:
Random Forests classification of Mild Cognitive Impairment

2007- 2009  Eric Ortigoza, B.S., Southeastern Predoctoral Training in Clinical Research program —
Master’s Thesis Project: Fiber-tracking of the ventral speech-related pathway in the
human brain

2009- 2010 MA Mercer, College of Charleston Undergraduate, Thesis Project: Age-related changes
in the human locus coeruleus on MRI.

2009- 2010  Alicia Bonanno, College of Charleston Undergraduate, Thesis Project: Age-related
changes in auditory cortex responsiveness to speech.

2007- Present Kelly Harris, Ph.D., Assistant Research Professor, K23 NIDCD 008787-02: Auditory
Temporal Processing in the Aging Ear and Brain

2007- Present Noam Keren, M.A., Graduate Student, Independent Project:
In vivo and ex vivo mapping of the human locus coeruleus

2009- Present Stefanie Kuchinsky, Ph.D., Post-doctoral Fellow, Independent Project: Cortical
Adaptation to Challenging Listening Conditions.

2009- Present Kenneth Vaden, Ph.D., Post-doctoral Fellow, Independent Project: Age-related Changes
in Cortical Representations for Phonotactic Probability.

Committee Membership/University Service

2002- 2003  Course Development: Department of Neuroscience, University of Florida

2006- 2008  Neuroscience Institute Steering Committee, Medical University of South Carolina

2005- Present Center for Advanced Imaging Research, Medical University of South Carolina,

Professional Memberships

Society for Neuroscience, Cognitive Neuroscience Society, Association for Research in
Otolaryngology, Organization for Human Brain Mapping

Editorial, Journal, and Grant Review
Guest Editor for a Special Issue of the Journal Cortex: The Neurobiology of Developmental
Disorders



Ad Hoc reviewer for Biological Psychiatry, Brain & Language, Cerebral Cortex, Cortex,
Human Brain Mapping, Developmental Psychology, Journal of Cognitive Neuroscience, Journal
of Neurology, Journal of Neuroscience, Neurosurgery & Psychiatry, Neuropsychology,
Neuropsychologia

United States - Israel Binational Science Foundation; Tinnitus Research Consortium
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